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Summary of the Minutes of the 101st EMC meeting

Held in GR-Athens, 28 and 29 September 2005

The President of FEANI, Mr. Alexopoulos, greeted the EMC and thanked the Members for their engagement and achievements. The EMC Chairman, Prof. Duarte Silva, opened the meeting welcoming the participants and announcing apologies from Mr. Malm. 
In the discussion related to the ‘Directive on Recognition of Professional Qualifications’ (2005/36), the Secretary General introduced the Draft version of the Special FEANI News including the results of the surveys on the existing regulations of the engineering profession in Europe and on the level of training of Engineers. He reported that comments from some National Members had been received which would be incorporated in the final official document after the Annual Business Meetings. [Note: This official version is now available, see the FEANI website www.feani.org.] 

It was summarized that in the new Directive recently approved and published, the relevant points for FEANI were the levels agreed (level d) being at least 3 years but not more than 4 of education; and level e) being 4 years or more), the modifications made in Article 15 (Common Platforms), and the new tool of a ‘Professional Card’.   Attention was drawn to the difference between the DG Internal Market and DG Education, the sovereignty related to ‘education’ remaining with the EU Member States.  Reference was also made to the European Qualifications Framework (EQF) in this context.

The EMC exchanged some views and information related to the ‘global dimension’ of recognition and mobility and agreed to discuss this topic in more detail at the next EMC meeting.

The EMC Chairman and the Secretary General then gave some information on the status and outlook of the EUR-ACE project finishing by the end of the year: the ‘Draft Standards & Procedures’ currently being in test in some countries; ongoing discussions about the inclusion of first cycle programmes which had not be included at the beginning of the project; the proposal to set up a new organization (‘European Accreditation Agency’) for maintaining the Standards and Procedures and for accreditation of national accreditation agencies; as well as on an expected tender from the EU Commission (“accompanying measures”) which could help for the financing of such a follow-up organization (which would however need to be self-financed through accreditation after 2-3 years). 

EMC took note of an EU consultation process “Towards a European Qualifications Framework (EQF) for Lifelong Learning” and considered it to be important for FEANI to participate. It set up a Working Group that could collaborate at a later stage according to potential decisions of the Executive Board.

As foreseen by the new ‘Constitution/Terms of Reference’ of the EMC, EMC held a secret vote for an EMC Vice Chairman that could replace the Chairman in his absence. By large majority, Mr. Proper (NL) was elected. This will need to be confirmed by the Executive Board in its next meeting before becoming effective.

EMC also discussed the nomination of the German NMC for a new EMC Member.  It agreed by majority to propose the nomination of Mr. Maas to the Executive Board. [Note: This has been confirmed by the Board in its 102nd meeting.] 
EMC also recognized the need to review the Terms of Reference related to the qualifications and engineering background of the EMC Members.

EMC continued the review regarding the update of the existing NMC Handbook according to EMC’s new Terms of Reference. The first part was finalized which will be put on the FEANI website now. A new Working Group was set up to complement this with respective instructions related to the inclusion of engineering programmes in the INDEX. Once finalized, a printed ‘NMC Handbook’ will be produced. The EMC furthermore agreed to put the FEANI website: NMC evaluation sheet for new programmes, and FEANI INDEX Procedures to analyse proposals from National Members.
The EMC discussed the following INDEX Updates:

Luxembourg: The Working Group is in the process of analyzing the submission of the new programmes submitted and will get in contact with the NMC again for obtaining additional information.

Denmark: The Working Group is in the process of analyzing the submission of the new programmes submitted and will get in contact with the NMC again for obtaining additional information.

Romania: Clarification is still needed for the requested change and the Working Group will contact the NMC accordingly. 

In this context, EMC reiterated its decision from the previous meeting to occasionally check existing INDEX data for its conformity with the current standards (‘audit procedure’). 
Sweden:  A change in name for the university in Gävle was accepted. Regarding a new course at Uppsala University, the Working Group to check with the NMC. 
UK: The NMC had provided a list of Incorporated Engineer programmes and the EMC’s Working Group (Messrs. Duarte Silva, Fassina, Ioakimidis) had selected seven programmes for evaluation. The Working Group now awaits a response from the UK NMC.

Ireland: The NMC had sent a request for inclusion in the INDEX of several new programmes. EMC created a Working Group for this.

Switzerland: EMC discussed the submission of the Swiss NMC for acceptance of the Swiss REG A and REG B registration. It did not accept the submission clarifying that only engineering programmes (of at least 3 years duration) and not national registers could be considered for the INDEX. In addition, REG B candidates for EUR ING with less than 12 years of secondary education could only be considered as ‘special cases’.  
Slovakia: The EMC closed the long-pending matter due to incomplete information from the NMC.

According to the request from the Executive Board, the EMC discussed the proposal from the USAEE Thematic Network, a project supported by the EU Commission’s DG Education and Culture, of a core curricula for Agriculture Engineers in Europe, and the request to FEANI for an evaluation of their proposed curricula for Agriculture Engineers and whether their curricula would fulfil the criteria set by FEANI. The EMC Chairman summarized the components of the programme, and the content of ‘engineering subjects’, ‘non-engineering subjects’, and ‘mathematics’ (whereby an indication of ECTS was missing in the proposal). It was emphasized that in order to sufficiently respond to USAEE, more information would also be needed about the teaching and laboratory staff. In any case, according to its procedures, EMC could only properly assess the programme once the first graduates had left the school. The EMC Chairman will present this evaluation to the Executive Board.

Next Meetings:

102nd meeting

Brussels

24/25 November 2005

The following meetings will be fixed once the dates of the Board meetings are known.

Checking of applications:

148 applications were checked   

143 applications were accepted  

5   applications were deferred

The Chairman thanked the participants for their contributions and closed the meeting on 29 September 2005 at 18:30.

Brussels, 18 November 2005
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